Huxley et al. embellish the story? The newly rediscovered and, as it were, unexpurgated, account in the Oxford Chronicle reproduced and analysed here will cause historians to rethink the foundations and the significance of the encounter yet again.
The parliamentary-style near-verbatim reporting of the Oxford Chronicle in 1860 was a far cry from the carefully crafted evolutionary epic of the popular author Arabella Buckley. Jordan Larsen's paper uses Buckley to explore the story of evolution in a period when the vast range of implications of Darwinian views was being elaborated in subtle but often conflicting ways, to fit with contemporary religious views and spiritualist beliefs and practices held by Alfred Russel Wallace and others. Herself a spiritualist and an advocate of 'traducianism', Buckley is here shown to have conceived the status of a soul in a manner she believed to be consistent with natural selection. In private, she proposed that the soul was not a later addition to the physical human frame, after natural selection had done its work; rather, souls themselves were subject to, and the products of, evolutionary mechanisms in nature, their state at any particular time once rehoused within a particular individual the consequence of past natural historical contexts.
Jon Agar's Wilkins-Bernal-Medawar Prize Lecture takes for its topic 'curiosity' in science. Agar treats this notion in a wonderfully concrete way, linking it to the asserted motivation of Nobel Prize winners, the unschooled inquisitiveness of the child, the morality of early modern experiments of 'light' and of 'fruit' -and much more besides. Categories such as 'pure science' and 'applied science' are not 'natural kinds', presented to us by the physical world about us, but rather rhetorical constructs, with their own histories, developed for particular purposes in particular contexts. Agar shows how Max Perutz's attack on 'mission-oriented science' (science overly preoccupied with immediate utility) and his call for a return to 'curiosity-motivated research' in a New Scientist article provided ammunition for the scientifically trained Margaret Thatcher -who, in the autumn of 1988, advocated 'curiosity-driven research' as UK government policy.
This issue concludes with an essay review by Casper Andersen of an innovative new companion to the history of science edited by Bernard Lightman.
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